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 Report of the Trustees
s a result of the Palestinian national
election victory of Hamas, followed
by the international community
halting financial support to the Palestinian
Authority (PA) and Israel withholding PA tax
revenues1, the political situation in the region
deteriorated dramatically in 2006. Oxfam
reported that without international aid and
with revenues being blocked by Israel, the PA
saw its income drop by 60 per cent, was
unable to make regular salary payments to
staff, and its services were curtailed2. Over
one million Palestinians are dependent on
salaries paid to the 161,000 PA employees,
thus the impact of no salaries paid to most
employees for over 12 months has been
devastating.
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A Temporary International Funding
Mechanism (TIM) set up by the European
Commission offered some assistance and in
July 2006, the TIM began providing fuel to
hospitals. In August 2006 a ‘social allowance’
in lieu of salaries was paid to 11,894 health
workers, followed by payments to 70,000
workers/pensioners and 73,000 welfare
recipients. The TIM met some key needs3 but
it has not prevented the increasing and severe
levels of poverty as illustrated by the UN food
agencies who state that 46 per cent of
Palestinians do not have enough food and
80% of residents in Gaza are living below the
poverty line (less than US$1 per day).
In addition, the ongoing construction of the
Israeli separation barrier continues to divide

Palestinian communities, and the movement
restrictions enforced by Israel have increased.
The UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs in the Occupied
Territories (OCHA) notes that the number of
obstacles to movement, including
checkpoints, roadblocks and gates, in the
West Bank continues to rise. In May 2007,
compared to previous month, they increased
from 549 to 553, representing an increase of
177 obstacles or 47% over the baseline figure
of August 20054.
It is in this context that the Welfare
Association has worked throughout 2006/7 to
increase its level of emergency support whilst
continuing key development work with the
East Jerusalem hospitals, the Gaza
Community Based Rehabilitation programme
and a number of projects in Lebanon
including emergency relief and work with
disabled Palestinian children in the refugee
camps there. In the first half of the year in
Lebanon, we saw the completion of training
in our Inclusive Education Programme for
United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) and NGO staff. In May, a major
fundraising dinner at The Dorchester Hotel
in London raised over £840,000 for our
projects in Palestine and Lebanon. Funds
raised from this dinner also allowed us to
provide £250,000 in emergency support for
hospitals in the West Bank and Gaza in the
form of vital drugs and medical supplies.
Mid-June saw the start of the Israeli
bombardment of Gaza and Lebanon.
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 Report of the Trustees
At that point we contacted the EC
Humanitarian Office (ECHO) and
secured our first ECHO project funds in
order to send emergency food and
hygiene kits to stranded families seeking
shelter in UNRWA school buildings in
Beqaa and Tyre in South Lebanon.
Together with our local partner NGOs,
we were able to distribute essential food
and hygiene packs to young families who
had literally fled their homes with
nothing. We continue our public
emergency appeal for Gaza which funds
medical supplies and fuel costs for
ambulances during 2006/7.

celebrity auction. We are pleased to
include some of the articles in this
Annual Review.
We are very pleased to report the total
figure for incoming resources during 2006
was £1,311,078 and the total expenditure
was £944,412. It was an incredibly busy
year and we were able to provide
important support to very vulnerable
communities. We would like to thank all
the institutions, organisations and our
generous supporters who have funded key
projects and emergency work throughout
this period.

Towards the end of 2006 we were invited
by The Independent to be one of the
three charities they were supporting in
their Christmas Appeal that year. They
published a number of articles on our
projects in the West Bank and Gaza in
December 2006 and January 2007, giving
a moving insight into the plight of
Palestinians living under occupation and
in extremely harsh conditions, as well as
raising over £300,000 for the three
charities from the public appeal and

1

Amnesty International. Enduring occupation: Palestinians under siege in the West
Bank. June 2007. notes that withholding of tax revenues / import tax collected on all goods
by Israel for PA amounts to US$50 million - US$ 60 Million per month and represents half
of PA government budget.
2

Oxfam Briefing Note, Poverty in Palestine: the human cost of the financial boycott,
April 2007. Page 3

3

Ibid.Page 5. Furthermore, it has provided millions of litres of fuel to hospitals and to
keep the water wells pumping, particularly in Gaza following the Israeli military’s destruction
of the power network. In September 2006, the World Bank announced that it would begin
providing non-salary support to key sectors under Window I of the TIM. This included the
provision of food aid to the Ministry of Social Welfare from December 2006 and drugs to
hospitals from January 2007.
4

United Nations. Report No. 40. Implementation of the Agreement on Movement and
Access. (16-29 May 2007)
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 The Welfare Association Activities 2006/7
Introduction
In 2006, following the election victory of
Hamas, sanctions were imposed by the
international community5 and the Palestinian
Authority tax revenues were withheld by
Israel. This led to conditions in Palestine
deteriorating dramatically. Of grave concern
is the situation in Gaza, where 1.4 million
Palestinians are isolated from the rest of
Palestine because of closed crossing points.
They survive on limited food supplies in a
densely populated area similar in size to the
Isle of Wight. The main crossing points into
and out of Gaza were shut down by Israel
for long periods and key fuel supplies have
been stopped intermittently. Stocks of food,
fuel and other goods are severely depleted
with hospitals running out of drugs, surgeries
cancelled and wells unable to pump water.
In October 2007, the UN reported that
only 633 truckloads of goods passed into
Gaza from 19 September to 2 October a 60% decrease compared with the same
period in 20066.
In August 2007, the United Nations’
Humanitarian Monitor reported that the
Gaza economy was contracting daily due to
the private sector’s inability to obtain raw
materials through the main crossing at
Karni, Gaza. The Palestinian Trade centre

confirmed that 85% of manufacturing
businesses have been temporarily closed
down. The lack of incoming raw materials
means that 95% of urgently needed
construction projects have been halted,
valued at US$160million – this includes
US$93 million’s worth of UNRWA projects7.
The World Food Programme (WFP) states:
‘The economy is at the point of collapse,
75% of the population already receives aid
(either food, non food or both) from WFP /
UNRWA. If the situation continues the
population will soon become entirely aid
dependent8.

Main Activities summary
Welfare Association aims to support the most
vulnerable communities and the most
marginalised sectors of Palestinian society
with longer term sustainable development
programmes. However, as conditions have
deteriorated in the last two years, the level of
emergency support has increased. The
activities currently being carried out can be
broadly categorised as follows:
• Health programmes include support
for hospitals in East Jerusalem; a
community-based rehabilitation
programme in Gaza; assessment into clean

5
Oxfam Briefing Note, Poverty in Palestine. Op. cit. In April 2006, key donors including
the USA, EU and Canada suspended international aid to the Palestinian Authority government
(PA), following the overwhelming victory of Hamas in parliamentary elections. The Government of
Israel had previously suspended the transfer of the tax and customs revenues it collects on behalf of
the PA. Donors and Israel stated that their actions were in response to Hamas’ refusal to recognise the
state of Israel, renounce violence, and accept previous political agreements including the roadmap.
Donors and Israel argued that their goal was to pressure Hamas to change its platform, not to punish
the Palestinian people.

water and sanitation needs in Gaza;
psychosocial interventions, and
recreational programmes.
• Education programmes include an
inclusive education programme in
Lebanon, and training runs through many
programmes with the aim of improving
skills and self-sustainability once the
funding ends.
• Other sustainable development
programmes for those who are
most vulnerable include a monitoring
and co-ordination unit in East Jerusalem;
the development of agriculture in the West
Bank and Gaza; and programmes assisting
disabled / marginalised children in
Palestine and Lebanon.
• Emergency humanitarian relief
programmes in Palestine and
Lebanon include emergency medical
supplies for the West Bank and Gaza and
emergency food, hygiene and medical
packages for families stranded in the Tyre
and Beqaa areas of Lebanon.
• A UK-based education programme
to raise awareness and advocacy in the UK
about the issues affecting our project
beneficiaries overseas.

6

United Nations Report. No. 49 Implementation of the Agreement on Movement and
Access. (19 Sep – 2 Oct 2007)
7
OCHA oPt United Nations. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. The
Humanitarian Monitor. August 2007
8
World Food Programme, FOOD SECURITY and MARKET MONITORING
Report. 29 OCTOBER 2007: Report 16 occupied Palestinian territory – oPt.

5

6

7

Health
Programmes
East Jerusalem Hospitals (EJH)
Projects: two EC-funded projects
completed in 2006 helped to improve the
cost-effectiveness of services in Palestinian
hospitals in East Jerusalem, as well as the
overall quality of patient care.
Each of the hospitals now has a five-year
plan and the EJH network has been
legally established and registered. The
computerised Health Management
Information System has been upgraded
and a number of computer training
courses were held for key staff in 2006, as
well as extra training for advanced
cardiac life support. To improve the
hospitals’ administrative systems and
management, this project introduced the
Total Quality Management (TQM) steps
for hospitals and progress was made in
working towards the ISO accreditation of
each hospital. Specialised services
completed in 2006 included oncology,
vitro-retinal, obs/gynae surgery, and inpatient care for disabled children.
Gaza Community Based
Rehabilitation project: in 2006, an
additional 509 disabled children were
identified and visited by the rehabilitation
teams and 2,257 clients were visited,
assessed and supported. Services
included physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, nursing services and specialist
consultations. A further provision of
services has been extended to areas such
as Mawasi, west of Rafah, and Khan
Younis, in addition to Moragh, a rural
area south east of Khan Younis. A total
of 9,348 home visits were made by
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rehabilitation teams. The adaptations in
20 schools were completed in Rafah,
disability aides were distributed to 200
disabled people, and medicines were
distributed to 148 people with conditions
such as quadriplegia, hemiplegia,
paraplegia, peripheral nerve injury,
amputation and fractures, and for muscle
and tissue injury.
Psychosocial training workshops were
held in seven refugee camps. Activities
were spread over six months with a
workshop taking place every three weeks.
The issues discussed were: coping with
disability, motivation, family support, the
role of the community, and the
possibilities of education and training,
with a total of 980 relatives of disabled
children/youths participating. Individual
guidance and counselling sessions were
held in these seven locations with 140
disabled clients attending.
Response International –
Psychosocial interventions in
Lebanon: a small grant was made to
UK charity Response International for a
two-year programme supporting the
mental health needs of Palestinian
refugees in the camps in Lebanon.
The project will provide additional

training to local NGO staff to promote
mental health issues and respond to needs
within the local population. These
trainees will then be integrated into
community based mental health teams
that complement existing UNRWA
health, social and educational service
provision and the training will be
cascaded.

Education
Programmes
Inclusive Education Programme in
Lebanon: this project is funded by the
Big Lottery Fund and is working to
increase the numbers of disabled children
included in UNRWA schools. To do this
we have made adaptations in the schools
and increased the skills of teaching staff
with training courses and provided
additional resources. We have also
arranged study tours to the UK for senior
level UN and NGO staff and in Lebanon
the programme has organised activities to
bring disabled and non-disabled children
together and raise awareness of their
rights within the local community. In
2006 a total of 26 inclusion activities for
a total of 1,056 disabled and nondisabled children were conducted with
great support from parents and
community members. Of these, eleven
community awareness-raising activities
were held from January-March 2006 in
all regions, with events such as open days
and carnival days, creative arts, plays,
reading of children’s stories, games and
painting exhibitions. From May 2006,
two school Open Days were held in south
Lebanon, a play was performed by 15
disabled children in Beirut and an
exhibition of children’s art was shown
simultaneously in six camps throughout
the regions.
The final stages of the training
programme for UNRWA teaching staff
was held in April in Beirut when two
UK-based consultants travelled to Beirut
to complete the courses on disability
equality, curriculum differentiation, and a

British Ambassador, Mr. James Watt presents certificates

social model of the classroom
management of children with challenging
behaviour. This was the second stage of
the training and certificates were awarded
to the UNRWA trainers who had
completed the course. The certificates
were presented by the British Ambassador
in Lebanon, Mr. James Watt, at a small
reception afterwards. WA-UK Board
member Mr. David Freeman and
Director Ms. Caroline Qutteneh were
also pleased to attend.
Following the UNRWA training session,
WA-UK consultant Ms. Saadia Neilson
also participated in a networking
workshop with the Palestinian Disability
Forum (PDF) and local Lebanese disability
sector NGOs. The discussion explored

the need for inclusive education and for
inclusion in all sectors, the methods to
achieve inclusion with best practice
interventions, and how PDF can support
mainstream NGOs in achieving this.
After immediate emergency work was
completed following the Israeli
bombardment of Lebanon in the second
half of 2006, ten inclusion activities were
held for a total of 1,770 children. This
successfully brought together children
with and without disabilities, and was
supported by parents and community
members along with teachers,
rehabilitation workers and volunteers.
From November 2006, inclusion activities
bringing children together included a
sports marathon in north Lebanon for 75
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children; an excursion to Lunar Park City
Land with over 600 children; a carnival
day in the South attended by 120
children, with teachers, parents and
volunteers from five kindergartens, four
NGOs, seven UNRWA schools and seven
Lebanese schools and institutions.
Regional teams and local experts coordinated with UNRWA schools to
organise an additional rights-themed
activity held in Year Three of the 79
UNRWA primary and intermediate
schools, with special activities organised
for girls, both disabled and non-disabled,
to reduce gender inequalities.

In’ash Al Usra: The Society of Ina’ash
El-Usra in Palestine was founded in 1965
with the aim of empowering Palestinian
women and serving various sectors of the
community. A small grant was given to
support the Society College and
Educational Centres, thanks to funds
raised through a group of supporters
based in London. The grant assisted in
providing training for female students in
nursing, administrative and secretarial
skills, the child education programme and
the sewing centre.

Far left: Ms Leila Zakharia,WA Lebanon Co-ordinator; second left: Mr Kassem Sabah, Palestinian Disability Forum;
first on right: Ms Saadia Neilson WA Disability Equality Consultant
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Other
Sustainable
Development
Programmes
Monitoring and Co-ordination Unit
- East Jerusalem: This two-year
project, funded by the EU and completed
in September 2006, is reviewing the
important and severely under-funded
sectoral work of Palestinian NGOs
operating in East Jerusalem in very
difficult political conditions. Its aim is to
facilitate the implementation of a rational
integrated development strategy for East
Jerusalem that addresses the needs and
essential services required by the
Palestinian population. Its priority sectors
include social welfare, education and
early childhood, tourism and youth. A
number of sector working groups
continued to meet in 2006, including
those reviewing services for people with
special needs, as well as those reviewing
the training of staff. These groups are
also marketing products for organisations
providing services for people with special
needs, and raising awareness about their
rights.
Children with hearing and sight
impairments: this project focuses on
supporting children with sensory
impairments to prevent them from
dropping out of primary school. WA
works with two main partners in this field:
the Visually Impaired Learning Centre of
the Islamic University in Gaza, which
supports visually impaired children in
local schools and institutions such as the
Rehabilitation Centre for the Visually

wall. It rehabilitates the agricultural land
around the wall, increases awareness
among families on how to best maintain
their crops, raises the capacity of the
home agro-food industry, and creates
additional income for marginalized
farmers.
The grant was allocated to the Palestinian
Hydrology Group (PHG) and was used to
support the land of families in Billin
(Ramallah district), Jayyous (Qalqilya
district) and Jalboun (Jenin district) to
support farmers affected by the wall by
rehabilitating and planting the lands
around the wall. The grant was used to
replant 10 dunums of land (1,000 square
metres), repair two 140 cubic metre
cisterns, and purchase 500 seedlings.

Impaired, the Al-Noor School for the
Visually Impaired, and the Al Amal
School for the Visually Impaired. The
project is working with the Central
National Committee for Rehabilitation
(CNCR) to support school children with
hearing impairments by providing
equipment for early detection of hearing
difficulties in young children, and by
providing children who have lost their
hearing with audio aids. The CNCR
arranges workshops in schools aiming to
research the causes and possible
prevention of hearing loss, with the
cooperation of the school health unit.
Replanting destroyed community
orchards and olive groves: this food
security project initiative is designed to
help ensure food security for the most
vulnerable families (including isolated

rural families, families without income,
families with women as head of
households, families with disabled
members, and those living in areas
subject to military activities, etc.) This
project replants community orchards and
groves and supports farmers who have
lost land and had their crops destroyed by
the construction of the Israeli separation

Emergency
Humanitarian
Relief
Programmes
Emergency Assistance in Unofficial
Gatherings in the Tyre and Bekaa
regions, Lebanon: from 12th July 2006
the villages and towns in South Lebanon
were subjected to continuous
bombardment by Israel, resulting in the
displacement of several hundred people
who fled their homes. The 14,715
beneficiaries (2,943 families) of this
project were Palestinian refugees living in
ten unofficial gatherings, two in Beqaa
(Saadnayel and Taalabayel) and in Tyre
(Borghlieh, Eitaniyeh, Kfar Bada,
Jimjeem, Qasmieh, Jal El Baher,
Shabriha, Wasta), and included a number
of Lebanese inhabitants living in the

13

14

15

vicinity of the Tyre gatherings. For the
majority of the stranded beneficiaries in
the Tyre gatherings, the WA/ECHO
distribution on 19-22 August was their
first access to relief assistance since the
start of the war.
The relief parcels supplied through this
project, funded by the EC Humanitarian
Office, contained food items, cleaning
materials and hygiene products intended
to last for two weeks to assist refugees
with recovery from the aftermath of the
war and the resulting mass
unemployment. Priority needs were food,
hygiene and first aid goods which were
procured, parcelled and delivered directly
from the supplier. Each food package
contained 5 kg rice, 3 kg sugar, 700g salt,
1kg lentils, 1 can of humous, 400g of
tomato sauce, 2 litres of vegetable oil, 1.8
kg milk powder, 1/5 kg tea, 1 kg broad
beans, 3 packs of yellow cheese, 5 packs
of pasta, 4 tins of tuna, 800g mortadella,
5 tins of black beans, 1.2 litres of lemon
juice, and 3 packs of infant milk (for
families with infants.) Non-food packages
contained items for family hygiene,
personal hygiene, cleaning materials,
infant nappies, and health/medical kits.

implementing NGOs rooted in the
communities was vital, especially during
the bombardments when there were
constraints over safe passages. NGO
workers and volunteers from the Tyre
gatherings risked their lives by travelling
to Sidon to update needs assessments and
to assist in the delivery of the packages.

extra baby milk powder and nappies.
WA-UK worked with local Palestinian
NGOs – the Palestinian Association for
Relief and Development (PARD),
Association Najdeh, and the National
Association for Social Medical Care and
Vocational Training (NAMSCVT) - to
arrange this emergency support.

Immediate Emergency Supplies
during the bombardment of
Lebanon: in addition to the ECHO
funded project, WA-UK was able to send
£55,000 in July to Beirut for immediate
emergency support to stranded families.
Three unofficial Palestinian gatherings in
Bar Elias (Beqaa), Maashouk (Tyre) and
Borghlieh (Tyre) in Lebanon were
supported with emergency relief
packages. A total of 750 families in
Beqaa and 740 families in Tyre received
support. 1,490 families received food and
hygiene parcels, and 300 infants received

Emergency Medical Supplies in
Palestine: this humanitarian support
provides rapid emergency provision and
disbursement of medical supplies and
medications to meet the immediate needs
for patient treatment in hospitals and
major clinics in Palestine. The Ministry
of Health reported critical shortages due
to the post-election financial crisis of the
Palestinian Authority.

Supplies arrived just as the war ended,
and people were in a very distressed state.
They were both relieved and delighted
with the WA parcels. They particularly
appreciated the supply of milk and
hygiene products, which lasted for several
weeks after their distribution when
families had no income. Without
question, the goods filled an urgent
humanitarian need during a time when
families were desperate. Although they
were a one-time donation, they were
essential. Our partnership with
Child in Al Awda Hospital in Gaza
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The overall objective of the project was
to support the continuation of provision
of medical services to children through

the distribution of medicine in hospitals.
Welfare Association managed the
collection of pharmaceutical
specifications, the tendering and selection
process, and contracted the medical
supplies from pharmaceutical companies
for use by 24 governmental hospitals and
primary health care centres in Gaza and
the West Bank.

Medicines / Pharmaceuticals

No. of Medicine Types

Vitamins and nutritional supplements for children

4

Antibiotic and anti-inflammatory agents

10

Cancer drugs

1

Growth hormones

1

Kidney diseases

2

IV solutions and others

4

Total

22

Small uk
Education
Programme

Christian Aid, Save the Children and
UNISON and appeared in a number of
national newspaper advertisements to
lobby the UK government to exert
pressure to bring an end to the Israeli
bombardment of Lebanon. In
December 2006, we were extremely
fortunate to be selected by UK national
newspaper The Independent as one of
the three selected charities in their
Christmas Appeal. Eight articles, written
by The Independent’s reporters in
Palestine, described our main projects
and a substantial amount of funds were
raised through the national Christmas
appeal to support our work.

Welfare Association implements a rightsbased approach to its development
projects and recognises underlying causes
of particular situations and conflicts. It
also seeks to raise awareness within the
UK on relevant issues. Advocacy and
campaigning remains, however, a very
small component of our work and is
within the Charity Commission
guidelines. In 2006, Welfare Association
worked with Crisis International, Oxfam,

Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association: CADFA works in Camden
to promote awareness on human rights
issues affecting the Palestinian residents of
Abu Dis, Jerusalem. As part of this work,
they are building friendship links between
individuals and organisations in Camden
and Abu Dis, and supporting a number of
projects there in education and health.
CADFA brought a group of teenagers
from Abu Dis to visit the UK, whose

Medical supplies donated to Al Awda hospital in Gaza by WA

itinerary included day-long visits to six
secondary schools. Each visit included a
tour of the school, doing some work with
children of the same age, discussing
Palestine in history or geography classes,
and meeting with the school council or
teaching staff.
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 Fundraising Events
On Saturday 13th May 2006, Welfare
Association organised a major
fundraising dinner at the Dorchester
Hotel, London. The Keynote speaker
was Professor Peter Hansen who was
appointed Commissioner-General of
UNRWA from January 1996 to April
2005. Musical performances were given
by Mr Maron Khoury (flautist) and Mr
Bishara Harouny (pianist) and comedy
was provided by Mr. Jeff Mirza (also MC
for the event) and Ms. Shazia Mirza.
Over £840,000 was raised by a
combination of sponsorship, ticket
donations, a grand prize draw, an
auction, and support from a number of
companies who offered prizes and
advertised in our dinner brochure.
It was a fantastic evening that allowed us
to continue funding some of our key
projects and also provided us with
unexpected income, which was very
important in enabling us to complete
emergency work with hospitals in

Prof. Peter Hansen, Former Commissioner-General of UNRWA, addresses dinner guests

Palestine and stranded families in
Lebanon, as mentioned earlier. Many,
many thanks are due to everyone who
contributed to this hugely successful event.

Voluntary help
and gifts in kind
The Trustees greatly appreciate the
voluntary help that has been offered to
Welfare Association during 2006/7. In
London this includes support in
organising the fundraising dinner, help
with office administration, the website and
with the editing of various publications.
In particular we would like to thank Ms
Sherrin Akkar, Ms. Diana Safieh, Ms.
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Zeina Sawaya and Mr Peter White whose
work has been invaluable. In Lebanon we
are extremely thankful for the additional
support we received from local NGOs in
assessing the urgent needs and emergency
supplies distribution during the
bombardment of Lebanon.
We have benefited from a number of
very generous gifts in kind. We would
like to thank Mr. A. M. Qattan for
continuing to provide us with free office
accommodation. Thanks are also due to
a number of companies and individuals
who sponsored our fundraising dinner,
supported our project auction and
donated prizes in our Grand Prize Draw
during our fundraising dinner at The
Dorchester.

 Main Programmes in 2006
Main Programmes in 2006

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Health

£

East Jerusalem Hospitals Project – Service Contracts

63,266

Gaza Community-Based Rehabilitation Programme 110,000
Supporting Disabled Children in Palestine and Lebanon 61,859
Psychosocial Interventions in Lebanon
Education
Inclusive Education for Young Disabled Children
in Refugee Camps in Lebanon (Big Lottery Fund)
In’ash Al Usra Project
Emergency
Emergency Assistance for Stranded Families in
Lebanon (ECHO) during Bombardment
Emergency Support for Lebanon
Emergency Medical Supplies for Hospitals and
Medical Centres in West Bank & Gaza
Other
Monitoring & Co-ordination Unit for East
Jerusalem Multi-Sector Development Plan
Replanting Community Orchards & Olive Groves
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Society

Total

5,000
£
54,394
2,805
£
143,428
55,000
250,000
£
36,066
8,000
500

The trustees would like to thank the
following supporters for their grants and
donations during the financial year
1st January 2006 – 31st December 2006:
Mr & Mrs Achour
Mr. Len Aldis
Mr. S Alexander
Mr & Mrs Atkinson
Dr. A. Awad
Mr. Anthony Booth
Mr David Brown
Camphill Rudolf Steiner
School
Ms. J Ciampa
Ayam Creative
Big Lottery Fund
A. Boden
Mr & Mrs D Egee
The European Commission
The European Commission
Humanitarian Office
Mr Michael Foster
Mr A Gatehouse
E. Gibson
Mr A Glaister
The Hadley Trust

Mr. M A Hakmi
Mrs Rana Halaby-Cooper
Ms. D Hirst
The Independent and all
who generously supported
the Christmas Appeal
Mr. Jundi
Mr. G. Kardouche
Ms. Karen King
Mr. A Al-Khasawneh
Oakdale Trust
Ms. Irene Progin
The Rowan Charitable Trust
Mr. Z Salah
Mr. T Schlichter
Mr. P White
Mr & Mrs H S Wilson

£790,318
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 Financial Statements
Balance Sheet as at

Statement of Financial Activities
st

For the year Ending 31 December 2006*
Incoming Resources

£

General Donations

176,854

Investment Income

16,002

Activities for Generating Funds

47,550

st

31 December 2006*
Fixed Assets

£

Tangible Assets

0

Current Assets

£

Main Programme Grants

602,009

Debtors

Emergency Programmes and Appeals

468,663

Cash in Hand & at Bank

497,218

Total

499,698

Total Incoming Resources

1,311,078

Resources Expended
Grants Payable

£
790,318

Project Activity Costs

49,090

Information / Awareness Raising

14,666

Governance

14,218

Exchange (Gain) / Loss

5,788

Cost of Generating Funds

70,332

Total Resources Expended

944,412

Net Income / Expenditure for Year

366,666

st

Total Fund as at 1 January 2006
st

Total Fund as at 31 December 2006
%

36

13%

46%

20

1

%

4%

2,480

Creditors

£

Amounts falling within 1 year
Net Current Assets

(£18,388)
481,310

*The statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet are not
the full statutory accounts but are a summary of the information
which appears in the full accounts. The full accounts have been
audited by Kingston Smith.
For further information, the full accounts (including the
auditor’s report) can be obtained from Companies House.

114,644
481,310

% 1%
%2
5% 1

INCOME
General Donations
Investment Income
Activities for Generating Funds
Main Programme Grants
Emergency Programmes and Appeals

13%

84%

EXPENDITURE
Grants Payable
Project Activity Costs
Information / Awareness Raising
Governance
Exchange (Gain) / Loss
Cost of Generating Funds

At the end of 2006 the
situation in Palestine
was worsening.
However in October 2007
the World Food Programme
stated: “The economy is at
the point of collapse, 75%
of the population already
receives aid (either food,
non food or both) from
WFP / UNRWA. If the
situation continues the
population will soon
become entirely
dependent”.
2007 has seen a
complete deterioration
of living conditions,
services and all sectors
affecting daily life in
Palestine.

 Amnesty International: urgent action
Fear for Safety:
21 September 2007
Israel / Occupied
Palestinian
Territories (opt) 1.5
Million Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip
Amnesty International is concerned that
the implementation of the Israeli
government decision of 19 September
that "Additional sanctions will be placed
on the Hamas regime in order to restrict
the passage of various goods to the
Gaza Strip and reduce the supply of
fuel and electricity. Restrictions will also
be placed on the movement of people to
and from the Gaza Strip" would cause a
further deterioration of the already dire
humanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip and adversely affect the 1.5 million
Palestinians who live there. Drastically
reducing the supply of basic necessities
such as electricity and fuel to the entire
population of Gaza in retaliation for
rocket attacks carried out by members
of armed groups would constitute
collective punishment of Gaza's
population in violation international
humanitarian law, which categorically
prohibits all forms of collective
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punishment. Gazans cannot obtain
electricity, fuel or alternative sources of
energy from elsewhere because of the
blockades imposed by Israel.
Electricity and fuel, which have already
been in short supply in the Gaza Strip
for some time, are used to pump water
and shortages have had negative
consequences for the health and wellbeing of the population there. A further
reduction in the availability of electricity
and water would exacerbate existing
problems - such as the insufficient
supplies of clean water for drinking and
personal hygiene, inadequate sewage
treatment and waste disposal, and the
spoiling of already scarce food and
medicines, due to the inability to
refrigerate them.
A further tightening of the already
stringent blockade imposed by the
Israeli authorities on the passage of
goods into and out of Gaza would
prolong and worsen the virtual paralysis
of Gaza's economy, which has already
forced most of Gaza's population to live
below the poverty line and depend on
international aid.
Similarly, the closure by Israel since early
June of Gaza's border with Egypt, the
Gaza Strip's only border crossing, has
left the population effectively trapped
and cut off from the outside world,

preventing patients from travelling to
other countries for medical care which is
not available in Gaza, and denying
traders and students the possibility to
leave the Gaza Strip to take advantage
of employment and education
opportunities elsewhere.

 Amnesty International: urgent action
Background Information
As the occupying power, Israel is
ultimately responsible for ensuring the
welfare of the Palestinians population in
the OPT, including the 1.5 million
Palestinians who live in the Gaza Strip,
all of whom are protected persons
under the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Israeli officials' contention that Israel is
no longer bound by the laws of
occupation since it redeployed its forces
to the perimeter of the Gaza Strip in
2005 is a fallacy. Israel retains effective
control of the Gaza Strip, by virtue of
the full control it exercises over of the
Gaza Strip's land border, its air space
and territorial waters, and the
movement of people and goods. Hence
The Israeli authorities are bound by
their obligations under international
humanitarian and human rights law to
ensure the welfare of the Palestinian
population in the OPT. According to
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention: "No protected person may
be punished for an offence he or she has
not personally committed. Collective
penalties and likewise all measures of
intimidation or of terrorism are
prohibited."
The Israeli authorities have stated that
their decision to impose the abovementioned additional restrictions on the
Gaza Strip's population is in reaction to

the frequent firing of so-called "qassam"
rockets by Palestinian armed groups
from Gaza into Israel. These
indiscriminate rockets have killed some
10 Israeli civilians in the past four years
in Sderot and have spread fear among
the population and damaged the town's
economy. The Israeli army has
retaliated by launching frequent air
bombardments and artillery strikes in
which hundreds of Palestinians have
been killed, including dozens of
children, since last year. Three
Palestinian children were killed last
week in an Israeli air strike that the
army initially claimed was against
rocket launchers but subsequently
admitted it had mistakenly targeted
children playing in fields. Palestinian
armed groups responsible for the
launching of rockets from Gaza into
Israel include the armed wing of
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and
the armed wing of President Mahmoud
Abbas' Fatah party (the al-aqsa martyrs'
brigades).
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